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Dogs show an extraordinary ability to read 
human communicative signals.

How much do dogs actually understand about the 
communicative situation? 

What is the experimenter
looking at?

Which toy has the 
experimenter not seen?

The results indicated that 
dogs can follow human 
gaze to a location outside 
their current visual field…

… but they did not seem to 
be able to distinguish which 
toy was new to the 
experimenter.

What is going on in the minds of our best friends?
Dogs seem to understand what a human is looking at in the given 
moment but not what she has seen in the immediate past.
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