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Morphological and physiological changes are a characteristics of birds during the reproductive cycle. Broodiness in birds is controlled by the inter-
action of various hormones. The brood patch plays an important role in mediating a positive feedback between the incubation behavior and hormo-
nal secretion. This study aims to characterize the progression of brood patch modification during the breeding cycle, correlate the onset of broodi-

ness with brood patch modification and to determine the stress levels at different stages of the breeding cycle.
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